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taht, it is of the nature of pure bliss, pure being and pure conscious-
ness. AppayA Diksita says that, such qualities being ascribed to
various deities, it is for us to find out the really ultimate Deity, the
Lord Siva, who has all these qualities. He also introduces a long
discussion as to whether the ascription of these diverse epithets
would cause any reasonable doubt as to the entity or person who
possesses them. He further enters into a long discussion as to the
nature of doubt that may arise when an entity is described with
many epithets, or when an entity is described with many contra-
dictory epithets, or when several objects are described as having
one common epithet. In the course of this discussion he introduces
many problems of doubt with which we are already familiar in our
treatment of Indian philosophy1. Ultimately Appaya tries to
emphasise the fact that these qualities may be regarded as abiding
in the person of Siva and there can be no contradiction, as qualities
do not mean contradictory entities. Many qualities of diverse
character may remain in harmony in one entity or person.

Lord Siva is supposed to be the cause of the 'creation of the
world, its maintenance, and its ultimate dissolution, or the libera-
tion of souls, through the cessation of bondage. All these qualities
of the production of the world, its maintenance, etc., belong to the
phenomenal world of appearance, and cannot therefore be attri-
buted to the Lord Siva as constituting His essential definition. It
is true that a person may, by his good deeds and his disinclination
to worldly enjoyments and devotion, attain liberation automatically.
But even in such cases it has to be answered that, though the person
may be regarded as an active agent with reference to his actions,
yet the grace of God has to be admitted as determining him to act.
So also, since all the epithets of creation, maintenance, etc., belong
to the world of appearance, they cannot be regarded as in any way
limiting the nature of Lord Siva. They may at best be regarded as
non-essential qualities by which we can only signify the nature of
Brahman, but cannot get at His own true nature. The application
of the concept of agency to individual persons or inanimate things
is only one of emphasis; for, from certain points of view, one may
say that a person attains liberation by his own action, while from
another point of view the whole action of the individual may be

1 See especially the third volume of the present work dealing with the
problem of doubt in Venka^a.